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out of South Carolina's jurisdiction, and the provisional Congress had
passed a resolution urging President Davis to secure Sumter and
Pickens. The Confederate executive was busy organizing his armed
forces and undoubtedly might act soon. This news inspired a rumor
that Governor Pickens would not wait for the Montgomery government
to take action, but would order an attack himself.18
Holt and Scott again sought to complete the preparation for reen-
forcements and to give Anderson orders to fight back until aid came.
Buchanan again was hesitant. The debate on the tariff -and the intro-
duction of Stanton's force bill were disturbing the Conference Conven-
tion, and he did not want to do anything to imperil that hope further.
Holt pressed him. What would he do in Anderson's position if he were
attacked? The President had to admit that he would "crack away at
them," He held up decision overnight but yielded next day; reenforce-
ments should be sent. Straightway he and Tyler were relieved to re-
ceive another denial from Governor Pickens of any hostile intentions.14
However, General Scott immediately ordered the assembling of the
supplies which Lieutenant Hall had said Anderson needed, and directed
they be put aboard Commander Ward's small fleet at New York. The
Assistant Adjutant General, Lorenzo Thomas, began preparing a de-
tachment of some two hundred recruits to be ready to embark from the
same port.15 The leaky War Department could not hold this informa-
tion, at least not from Senator Wigfall, who immediately telegraphed
Governor Pickens: "Attempt to re-enforce Anderson by stealth at night
in small boats determined on."16
Commander Ward was not to set sail. Buchanan soon learned that
the Montgomery government was postponing the use of force in favor
of further negotiation. The Confederate Congress had authorized an
official mission of three commissioners to proceed to Washington.17
Ward's expedition therefore was merely held in readiness, and Holt
instructed Anderson February 23 to be very cautious: his actions must
be purely defensive. The Secretary pointed out that the problem might
be solved either by negotiation or by the labors of the "Peace Congress**
still in session.18
Buchanan continued in constant conference with Tyler, who had been
nervously chasing shadows. Most recently he had fallen into a dither